Dear Soccer Families,

We are delighted to introduce the Colorado Storm to the area through the Fort Collins division: Storm Academy FC. 

Colorado Storm, founded in 1967 is the largest youth soccer club in the state of Colorado with over 7,000 players and operations in Denver, Castle Rock and Longmont. As a non-profit 501 c 3 organization, Colorado Storm is totally devoted to its mission of promoting and developing youth soccer. 

The local Storm Club will offer players access to all of the technical expertise and experience that comes with being part of such a large and long established organization.  Storm’s membership of the Colorado Rapids Adidas alliance also offers access to the only professional soccer club in the state.

As you may have heard there has been a good deal of negative talk directed at the idea of another youth soccer club, by other locally established clubs.  Fear of change and what might be perceived as competition is natural.  However, from the side of Colorado Storm, we will not approach this new venture by bad mouthing other people or organizations within the local soccer community. There are some great local soccer organizations already in existence that have wonderful staff, coaches and players and we wish them every success.

The goal of Storm Academy FC is to offer a new, alternative soccer experience:

· Vertically integrated soccer structure connecting developmental players to competitive players and the highest level of men’s and women’s soccer in the state

· Collaborative and combined training based on skill levels of the players starting at the developmental age groups and continuing through competitive

· Technical training included throughout all levels of play 

This will appeal to some players and parents, not to others, that is the beauty of America and free choice! 

So here are some facts about Storm Academy FC :

· Storm Academy FC will be offering Developmental (Recreational), Cross Quad, Option 1 and Competitive soccer programs, including league, cup and tournament play.

· Player fees are provided on a separate sheet; there are no hidden costs or unusual compulsory extras and they are consistent with what is charged by similar organizations. If you require clarification on anything to do with costs then please feel free to ask and get the facts.

· Storm Academy FC will employ appropriately qualified coaching staff subject to all the usual obligations and requirements of coaching staff within Colorado Storm.

All coaching and administrative staff will be employed by Colorado Storm. 

Some of the key people employed or contracted by Colorado Storm in the Storm Academy FC are :

o       Amy Snider, General Manager

o       Craig Deacon, Technical Director

o       Juan Orozco, Outreach Coordinator

Colorado Storm has a long history of not just developing players but training coaching staff, certifying referees, developing soccer fields and generally promoting the game of soccer.

Storm Academy FC has coaching staff, fields and referees identified and ready for the Fall 2010 season 

For players who wish to, you can take advantage of the opportunities offered through being part of a large state wide organization, with links to Colorado Rapids and other academy style training. However, no player at Storm Academy FC will be required to do so.

Storm Academy FC is part of Colorado Storm, a non-profit 501 c 3 established in Colorado in accordance with appropriate laws and subject to and operating in accordance with all such laws.  It will be under the control of the existing Board of Colorado Storm.

Lastly and to be clear, no one on the Board of Colorado Storm has any financial interest or other personal connection with The Force LLC.   Nor will there be any financial support of the local W-League team by Storm Academy FC.

If you have any questions or concerns or require clarification on anything to do with Storm Academy FC then please feel free to come and get the facts rather than listening to the rumors.

Please contact us :

Storm Academy FC : Amy Snider on 970-484-4653  amy@coloradostorm.com
Colorado Storm : Jim Morrison on  303-799-0151   jim@coloradostorm.com 
Sincerely,

Jim Morrison                           Amy Snider 

President, Colorado Storm     General Manager, Storm Academy FC
